GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
so far as the resources of the royal treasury will permit. And as
hostages for the fulfilment of the promise, you may keep us with
you, and anyone else you desire ".
A decision was not taken immediately, but the crusaders agreed
to sail to the Tagus in order to discuss terms further with the King
personally. They arrived off the river on June 28 and after thirty-
nine of them (including Osbert) had spent the first night ashore,
" not without fear ", the crusaders' leaders met the King and after
a long (and, at times, heated) discussion, they agreed to join him.
Lisbon in the thirteenth century, although not extending beyond
what is now the centre of the city, appears to have been densely
populated. The streets were " steep defiles," no more than a few
feet wide and around them, in wretched circumstances, lived the
majority of the people. But there were many fine Roman and
Arab houses, with warm springs, and there was much wealth.
In addition to gold, silver and costly merchandise, over 100,000
loads of wheat, barley and other cereals fell into the hands of the
crusaders during the siege. Along both banks of the river were
vineyards, olive groves and rice fields. " All was fertile, all opulent
and all cultivated ". Osbert put the population at 154,000 excluding
women and children, a remarkably high estimate and probably a
very exaggerated one in view of the census return of 163,763 in
1864.
The verbal exchanges between Henriques* men and th.e Moors
before the beginning of operations are of interest. Henriques*
demands were that " the see of this city shall be under our law ;
and surely, if a natural sense of justice had made any progress among
you, you would go back unbidden to the land of the Moors whence
you came, with your baggage, money and goods, and your women
and children, leaving us to our own ".
Remembering Ourique, perhaps, the city governor replied : " I
cannot wonder enough concerning you, for while a single forest or
district suffices for many elephants and lions, neither the land nor the
sea is enough for you. Verily, it is not the want of possessions,
but the ambition of mind that drives you on ".
Affonso Henriques began operations the following morning,
directing the assault from the " Hill of Our Lady of the Mount "
behind the city. The English forces were encamped on a height
to the west while the Germans and the Netherlanders overlooked
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